
The Sainthood of Sister Saxophone
This unique documentary will narrate for the first time on television the unusual story of Sister Mary Ignatius, the god-mother of reggae... 
The Background
Sister Mary Ignatius and her wayward boys
Sister Mary Ignatius Davies (1921-2003) played a major role in the genesis of the ska and reggae genres which put Jamaica on the musical map. A nun and a teacher of music, she was the head of the Alpha Boys' School in Kingston where she took wayward boys and turned them into excellent musicians who made their name nationally and internationally. 
 
In particular she nurtured the talent of many of the kings of Jamaican sax such as Tommy McCook, Cedric ‘IM’ Brooks and ‘Deadly Headly’ Bennett. Other greats from the Alpha School who became legends internationally were the trombonist Don Drummond and trumpeter Johnny ‘Dizzy’ Moore, Lester ‘Ska’ Sterling who along with Tommy McCook founded The Skatalites.  
 
The Alpha School instilled discipline in the orphans and problem children for whom it cared. It was the policy of the school to teach music to help the pupils focus their energy and channel their aggression.

Sister Ignatius’ slight physical appearance belied her determination and the dedication she showed her charges. A mean saxophone player herself, she took no nonsense and possessed an amazing ability to spot talent and help her pupils get meaningful work in their lives.
This is summed up by an old student – trumpeter Eddie Thornton who was to become a musician in Georgie Fame's Blue Flames. Eddie said of his time with Sister Ignatius in the 50s – ‘I don't feel no school inna Jamaica teach you better than that school. When you leave Alpha, you can really go forward for yourself.’   
The Idea
Mark Archer runs the only saxophone school in the UK and has been fascinated all his professional life by Jamaican music in general and the story of Sister Mary Ignatius in particular. Inspired by this, he has written 'Blowout The Kings of Jamaican Sax,' having personally transcribed over fifty memorable tunes.   
 
The documentary will follow Mark as he tries to gain some recognition for this remarkable lady. Mark’s approach will be a tad unorthodox – the programme will show Mark’s attempt to get Sister Mary Ignatius canonised. He’s even written a song called ‘Angel Of Alpha’ to help this project gain universal attention.

Mark will journey to Sister Mary’s home diocese in Jamaica. He will talk to the religious authorities there about his hopes for Sister Mary’s canonization. (It is, of course, very unlikely that he will succeed in helping to create the first saxophone playing saint.) He will tour the Alpha School and talk to contemporary students of the school. Mark will also interview many of Sister Mary’s surviving students and build up a portrait of her musical legacy.
A big open-air concert could be arranged in her honour played by and playing the music that came from former Alpha School musicians.
The programme will essentially be a history of Jamaican popular music since the 50s and the unusual angle of approach should make it one of the more original and unusual documentaries of the year.

